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they have always agreed with the Sun. As to the Printing of 
the Figure of my New Watch , I (hall defer that yet a while : but 
it (hall in time appear with all the Dcmonftrations thereof, toge- 
ther with a Ireatifc o£ Pendulums, written by mefomedayslince, 
which is of a very fabtile Speculation 

The Character, latelypublijbed beyond the Seas^of an Eminent 
Per/on, not longfmce dead at Tholoufe , where be was a 
Councellor of Parliament. 

It is the defcrvedly famous Monfieur de termat , who was, 
( faith the Author of the Letter) one of the moft Excellent 
Men of this Age, a Genius (o univerfal, and of ib vaft an ex- 
tent, that if very knowing and learned Men had not given 
teftimony of his extraordinary merit, what with truth can be 
faid of him, would hardly be believed. He entertained a con- 
ftant correfpondence with many of the moft Iiluflrious Mathe- 
maticians of Europe, and did excel in all the parts of Mathema- 
tical Science: a Teftimony whereof he hath left behind him in 
the following Books. 

A Method for the Quadrature of Parabola's of all degrees. 
A Book De Maximis & Mtnmis , which ferveth not only for 
the determination of Problems of Plains and Solids, but alfb 
for the invention of Tangents and Curve Lines,and of the Centres 
of Gravity in Solids $ and iikewiiefor Numerical Queftions. 

An Introduction to the Do&rine of Plains and Solids, which 
isan^«rf^//«.v//Treati(e, concerning the fblution of Plains and 
Solids, which had been lecn (as the AdvertiferaffitmsJ before 
Monfieur Des Cartes had publihYd any thing upon this Subject. 

ATreatife De Conta&ibus spbtericis , where he hath demon- 
strated in Solids, "what Mr. Viet, Mailer of Rcquefts, had but 
demenferated in Plains. 

Another Treatife, wherein he cftablilheth and demonfrrateth 
the two Books of ApoUonius Tergaus , of Vlains. 

And a General Method for the dimenfion of Curve Lines, &c. 
Befides, having a perfect knowledge in Antiquity, he was con- 
futed from all parts upon the difficulties that did emerge there- 
in ; he hath explained abundance of obicure places , that are 
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found in the Antients. There have been lately printed fome of 
his Obfervations upon Athen&m 3 and he that hath interpreted 
-Benedetto Cafielli 3 of the Meafure of running waters, hath 
thence inferred in his Work a very handfbme one uponanEpi- 
ftle of Sytiefus, which was fo difficult , that the Jefuit Tetavins i 
who hath commented upon this Author, acknowledges., that he 
could not underftand it. 

He hath alfb made many Obfervations upon iheon of Smyrne, 
and upon other Antient Authors : but mod part of them are 
not found but fcattered in his Epiftles , becaufe he did not write 
much upon thefe kinds of Subjects, but to fatisfie the curiofity of 
his friends. 

All thefe Mathematical Works, and all thefe curious fearches 
in Antiquity, did not hinder this great Virtmfo from difcharging 
the duties of his place with much affiduity _, and with fbmuch 
ability, that he hath had the reputation of one of the greateft Ci- 
vilians of his Age. 

But that, which is moft of all furprifing to many,is,that with all 
that ftrength of underftanding , which was requifite to make 
good thefe rare qualities, lately mentioned, he had fo polite and 
delicate parts, that he compofed Latin, Trench and SpaniJI) Verfes 
with the fame elegancy, as if he had lived in the time of Aitgn- 
fttis, and pafled the greateft part of his life at the Courts of France 
and Spain. 

More particulars will perhaps be mention'd of the Works of 
this Rare perfbn, when all things, that he hath publifh'd , fhall 
be recovered , and when liberty fhall be obtained of his Worthy 
Son, to impart unto the World the reft of his Writings, hitherto 
unpublished. 
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